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About a persistent problem in Japan: a labor shortage

For a long time, the manufacturing industry has relied on technical high schools and their students for its
workforce, but they no longer supply enough workers to us. Since a labor shortage in Japan is not a
temporary issue, we need to come up with long-term strategies; then we will focus on ““-less” ideas:
genderless, nationality-less, and ageless.

For example, we already have employed about 60 Vietnamese workers and will need 90 of them in the
near future to keep our current manpower. Our subsidiary, Kyowa Vietnam, will play an even more
important role in our group.

Companies and even local cities should pay more attention to people’s living and work environment.

Our company itself renewed our old motto to “integrity, kindness, and consideration.” We will make sure
every single step to proceed rather than to make one big jump.

Tetsuo Yamaguchi
President, Kyowa Kikoh Co.,Ltd.
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